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Addressing COVID-19 and the Coronavirus SARS-CoV-2

(1) Verbal consent for POLST. "I am wondering whether a POLST is ever valid without a pa�ent’s physical signature."
Discuss and view the thread. 

(2) Use of DocuSign for POLST. "As we are moving to virtual discussions, the ques�on of having POLST signed by
DocuSign came up. Any concerns?" Discuss and view the thread. 

About the Forum: This is not a pa�ent or caregiver forum. The Na�onal POLST Forum is a closed online discussion
board for POLST advocates and health care professionals par�cipa�ng in their state POLST Program (ac�ve
programs only). To request access, email info@polst.org, giving us your full name, �tle/organiza�on and state in
which you prac�ce.

Forum Topics of the Month

POLST comple�on without physical signatures.

Na�onal POLST Resources 
Basics about POLST:

Intended Popula�on & Guidance for Health Care Professionals
Appropriate POLST Form Use Policy

For Health Care Professionals and Facilities:

Comple�ng POLST Forms in Crisis Standards of Care
COVID-19 Statement
Long Term Care Facility Guidance

For Patients:

Ge�ng Ready to Talk About POLST
What Your Completed POLST Form Means

Frequently Asked Questions:

Electronic POLST 
For Health Care Professionals
For Pa�ents

Other POLST Resources

Oregon Health & Science University Center for Ethics:
Communica�on skills for confirming previous POLSTs (18 min video)
Pocket Card for discussing previous POLSTs (PDF)

Respec�ng Choices:
Proac�ve care planning for COVID-19 (3-page PDF guide)
Proac�ve care planning for COVID-19 (26 min video)

Resources from our Partners

https://mailchi.mp/9689082a2d0d/april-2020-news-from-the-national-polst-office
https://polst.discoursehosting.net/t/polst-and-verbal-orders-and-verbal-consent-during-covid-19/305
https://polst.discoursehosting.net/t/using-docusign-for-esignatures-on-polst-forms/306
mailto:info@polst.org?subject=Request%20for%20National%20POLST%20Forum%20access%20(as%20advertised%20in%20the%20Newsletter)&body=I%27m%20interested%20in%20joining%20the%20National%20POLST%20online%20forum%20for%20POLST%20Coalition%20leaders.%20My%20information%3A%0A%0AFull%20Name%3A%0A%0ATitle%2FOrganization%3A%0A%0AState%20whose%20coalition%20I%E2%80%99m%20an%20active%20participant%20in%20(active%20participation%20is%20required%20for%20forum%20access)%3A%0A%0AThank%20you!%0A
https://polst.org/guidance-appropriate-patients-pdf
https://polst.org/appropriate-use-pdf
https://polst.org/crisis-standards-pdf
https://polst.org/covid-statement-pdf
https://polst.org/facility-guidance-pdf
https://polst.org/patient-guide-before-pdf
https://polst.org/patient-guide-after-pdf
https://polst.org/electronic-faq-pdf
https://polst.org/provider-faq-pdf
https://polst.org/patient-faq-pdf
https://vimeo.com/399981062
https://www.ohsu.edu/sites/default/files/2020-03/Honoring%20Previously%20Determined%20Preferences%20For%20Medical%20Care_Pocket%20Card.pdf
https://respectingchoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Proactive_Care_Planning_Conversation_COVID-19.pdf
https://respectingchoices.org/planning-conversation-in-context-of-covid-19/


The John A Har�ord Founda�on: COVID-19 Resources for Older Adults, Family Caregivers and
Health Care Providers
Respec�ng Choices: COVID-19 Resources
Colorado Program for Pa�ent Centered Decisions: Life Support During the COVID Pandemic (PDF)
Na�onal Hospice and Pallia�ve Care Organiza�on: COVID-19 Informa�on
The Center to Advance Pallia�ve Care: COVID-19 Response Resources
The Center to Advance Pallia�ve Care: COVID-19 Response Training
VitalTalk: COVID-Ready Communica�on Skills

View this list of resources online at www.polst.org/covid

Featured Ar�cles
The Importance of Advance Care Planning and DNR during COVID-19 
"The COVID-19 pandemic is challenging health care systems worldwide and raising
important ethical issues, especially regarding the poten�al need for ra�oning health care
in the context of scarce resources and crisis capacity. Even if capacity to provide care is
sufficient, one priority should be addressing goals of care in the se�ng of acute life-
threatening illness, especially for pa�ents with chronic, life-limi�ng disease." Con�nue
reading online.

Framework for Ra�oning Ven�lators and Cri�cal Care Beds during COVID-19 
"As the COVID-19 pandemic intensifies, shortages of ven�lators are likely imminent in the
US. In ordinary clinical circumstances, all pa�ents in need of mechanical ven�la�on
because of poten�ally-reversible condi�ons receive it, unless they or their surrogates
decline. However, there are moun�ng concerns in many countries that this will not be
possible and that pa�ents who otherwise would likely survive if they received ven�lator
support will die because no ven�lator is available." Con�nue reading online.
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https://www.johnahartford.org/dissemination-center/view/coronavirus-disease-covid-19-resources-for-older-adults-family-caregivers-and-health-care-providers
https://respectingchoices.org/covid-19-resources/
https://polst.org/life-support-covid-pdf
https://www.nhpco.org/coronavirus
https://www.capc.org/toolkits/covid-19-response-resources/
https://www.capc.org/training/learning-pathways/covid-19-response-training/
https://www.vitaltalk.org/guides/covid-19-communication-skills/
https://polst.org/covid/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2763952
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2763953
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https://www.facebook.com/NationalPOLST
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